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Hl WANNA GO 
7 7; 4 cs HANG OUT 
oy Hane SOMEWHERE? 


HANGING \L/ /% eT 
OUT WITH - t 
A FRIEND ~ \ 


WHILE I'M 
our. 


episode.31 Happy Birthday! 
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NEXT WEEK 
IS KUZUMI'S 
BIRTHDAY, 


60 I WAS 
LOOKING FOR 
A GIFT FOR 
HIM... 


IN HIS EYES... 
HE'S TOTALLY 
KILLED TONS 
OF PEOPLE... 


I SEE...SO 
YOU WANT 
TO GET HIM 


ABOUT YOU 
AND I PICK 
OUT A GIFT 
FOR HIM 
TOGETHER? 


HE'S. 
TOTALLY 
SUSPICIOUS. 


Yy 
My 


THERE'S 
NO REASON 
I SHOULD 


GIVE HIM A 
A. 7 


ISN'T 
THAT GUY 
STANDING 

IN THE 
ENTRANCE 

KINDA 

SKETCHY...? 


S-SORRY 

FOR THE 

WAAAITIE 
WELL THEN, 


THANKS 
: FOR 
COULDN'T yarHl ME. 
BRING 
MYSELF TO 
GO IN 


ALONE. 


ISN'T HIS. 
GIRLFRIEND 


THE PACT 
THAT SHE CAN 
GO SHOPPING 
FOR KUZUMI'S 

GIFT WITH ME 
LIKE THIS... 


UM JUST KEEPING 


OHH, HE 
WAS JUST 
WAITING 


PRESENT oR 
ANYTHING. 


He's FOR HIS 
NOT A GIRLFRIEND. 
CRIMINAL 
OR 
ANYTHING. 


ALL RIGHT! 
LET'S GO 
FIND A 
BIRTHDAY 
GIFT FOR 
KUZUMI! 


I'M JUST 
GOING AROUND 
WITH HARLINAL 
I'M NOT DOING 

ANYTHING 

BUT KEEPING 

HARLUNA 

COMPANY...{! 


AND THAT 
NEW YORK 
CHEESECAKE! 
THEY ONLY 
MAKE 
THIRTY OF 


THOSE A 


JUELT 


IF YOU f : \ 
MISSTHIS | / \ \\\ 
OPPORTUNITY, {/ —/_ \\ 9 


ve seen % Tr MAY NEVER \ 
Ran % COME AGAIN, = LI 
AND YOU \ 4 ~\ 
> WOULDN'T | 
WANT THAT! 
NO, YOU w 
SHOULD ~ 
Wack 
/ \ ) OW, £ 
WZ THINE IT'S 
*: PERFECT 


Too— 
THE COLOR 
YOU'RE WOULD LOOK 


KUZUMIT 


JEALOUS. 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH 
FOR YOUR 
PURCHASE! 


1 WwouLp 
HAVE NO 
RIGHT TO 
WALK NEXT 
10 HIM IF HE 
LOOKED SO 


Link 
BOUGHT 
SOME- 
THING 
AFTER 
Alt...! 


L...D DON'T 
KNOW... 
IF THAT'S 
REALLY 
KUZUMI... 


PERHAPS 
YOU'RE 
AFRAID 
It FITS 
WHAT IFIT HIM T00 
CAUSES HIM WELLI? 


TO BECOME 
THE CENTER 


IFHE 
LIKED THEM. 
THAT'S 
ALL THAT. 
MATTERS// 
RIGHT? 


STILL, THIS 
IS THE FIRST 
TIME YOU'VE 
GIVEN KUZUMI 
A GIFT, ISN'T 

IT? 


\ | 
Ob 2a 4 ou! | mies | YEAM, 
ons Ml REALLY? If x || By 
SENEGAL : . Bs 
PARROT. 


COULD GET 
HIM ONE. 


IT's ABIG 
RESPONSIBILITY! 2 
HUGE! 


TAKING 
CARE OF 
A ALIVE 
ANIMAL IS 
AND WE NOT THAT 
HAVEN'T — EASY. 
VisiTeD 
ANY OTHER u 
STORES 
yet! 


I'M SURE 
KUZUMI 
WOULD LOVE 
‘SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS, 
DON’T you 
THINK? 


SO I’M SURE GUIDE!P 
THERE’S NO 
WAY KUZUMI 

HAS ONE, 

RIGHTI? 


HARUNA 
REALLY 
WANTS THE 
SENEGAL 
PARROT! 


SEE!? THEY 
HAVE BIRD 
KNICK- 
KNACKS! 


THAT'S STILL 
TOO WEAK... 


SENEGAL 
PARROT. 


THE MORE GEEZ, 
ILOOK CAN'T 
AROUND, DOUBT 
THE MORE MYSELF! 
SURE I 
AM THIS 
IS IT. 


THAT'LL BE 
|| 198,000 YEN, 


I COULDN’T 
FIND 


ANYTHING. 


THAVE NO 
EA WHAT 
KuZuMI WOULD 
ACTUALLY 


I HADN'T 
ORIGINALLY 
PLANNED 
TO GIVE HIM 
ANYTHING. 


THe BEST 
THINGS 
cCOMEAT. 
APRrce.. 


BUT THIS 
IS YOURS, 
‘SAKURA. 


SERIOUSLY, youre THAT 


ALREADY. 


BUY THE 
SENEGAL 
PARROT...? 


BUT I THINK 
HE'D BE WAY 
HAPPIER 
GETTING IT 
FROM YOU, 
HARUNA! 


IF THAT'S 
REALLY HOW 
YOu FEEL, 
TLL GLADLY 
ACCEPT... 


HMMM... 
STILL, I THINK 
YOU SHOULD 
BE THE ONE 
TO GIVE THIS 
TO KUZUMI, 
SAKURA... 


PLEASE— 
TM ASKING 
YOU TO 
TAKE IT! 


Burt, 
SAKURA... 


ARE YOU 
REALLY 
OKAY NOT 
GETTING HIM 
ANYTHING? 


+ ACTUALLY, 
KUZUMI... 


eT WASN'T 
THE ONE 

WHO PICKED 
OUT THIS 
PRESENT... 


rs 
ZY catty, 
en 


WHAT? WHY 
ARE YOU 
WHISTLING? 
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WHEN WE 
WERE OLIT 
SHOPPING THE 
OTHER DAY, I 
FOUND SOMETHING 
THAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN PERFECT 

ON YOU, 
KUZUMI! 


R 
RIGHT!? 


THAT’S 
TOTALLY 
SOMETHING 
YOU WOULD 
WEAR, 
RIGHT!? 


I WONDER 
WHAT HE’s 
UP To RIGHT 
Now... 


ERIKA, 
HURRYYY. 


y) 


HOW 
NOSTALGIC. 


= 1 HAD 
a HE 
— — DORIA 
HERE A 
EATING, ar us HERE 
RESTAURANT 5 BACK. 


Bap EVERY 
NGHENS 


JusT HOW | 
DID WE END ye 
UP HERE 

AGAIN...? 
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ERIKA, YOU 
WALK TOO 


LOOK, I 


TREATING / =] OPENED 

HER LITTLE : UP MY 

SISTER TO CHRISTMAS 
DINNER i =| JUST FOR 
AGAIN? . \ “you... 


THE BIG 
SISTER'S 
ORDERS ARE 
ABSOLUTE. 
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BUT I'VE | | MY BIG SISTER 
NEVER TALKED y 1S POPULAR 
70 HER ABOUT | AND PRETTY 
MY FEELINGS... EXPERIENCED 


WHEN IT COMES 


CONSIDERATE, 
BUT EVEN 


ERIKA... 90... 


AND SUCH 
600D : ° 
(INTUITION! \ ! fs SOMEONE. 


28 


You!re: 
ren 
“custiClous: | 


YOU'RE 
NOT 
HOLDING 
OUT ON 


ME, ARE 
YOU? 


AND IT'S 
NOT LIKE 
WE'LL RLIN 


SP. 


BUT TODAY. 
YOU PROMISED 
IT'D JUST BE 
THE TWO OF US, 
noway. RIGHT!? 
“TOTALLY 
oT 


we 
oKayilt 


YOURS, 
8IG SISTER- 


KUZUMI 
IS JUST A 
CLASSMATE! 


so 
YOU'RE 
colts KUZUM- 
SOMETHING KUN? 
TO EAT 
witH us? 


WwHy!? 
THIS HAS 


LISTEN, 
You. 


JUST WHOSE 
BENEVOLENCE 
Is IT THAT’S 
BROUGHT YOU 
OUT TO EAT 
TODAY? 
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y 
YG 
Uy \ 
rome ZY) WANT 
SHE? ( | some 
SUDDENLY / PRies? 


LESS 
AWKWARD 
WITH MY 
SISTER 
AROUND? 
THINK? 


I THINK - 
I'M GONNA f \ KUZUMI-KUN, 
HAVE SOME y¥ ~ WILL YOU 
DESSERT. = y HAND ME A 

», \ J NAPKIN? 


YOU'RE 
ARE you’ SUCH A 
REALLY GooD 
KUZUME BOY. 


u2 
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| / IS SHE DOESN'T 
AU] FEELING SHE? 
) JEALOUS!? 


i), 
Up 


GRIN 
Lord 
ANYWAY, I 


CAN'T LET 
HER FIND OUT 


YOU'VE GOT 
A CREAM 
MOUSTACHE. 


CHILDISH 
iS 


j \ 
i/\\\ J ARE 
\ Ney WOULD I ‘gayING, 
\\ \ \ STOOP TO sisteR? 
= = 1p SOMETHING 


eS A 
== JEALOUSY? 


32 


ING 
COMPARED | ONG; 


TO YOU... 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
ORDER 


1S 
THATH? 
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© 
§ 
s 
g 
: 


ERIKA, 


~cocok 
YOU'RE 


cae A NORE... 


STILL SUCH dan you 
A CHILD. pay 
NAPKIN? 


YOU'RE 
WEIRDING 


I'M NOT 
USUALLY INTO 
YOUNGER 
GUYS, BUT 
I'D GO OuT 
WITH You. 


AND Here, RACKET. 
2 KUZUMI- 
AeTHE e \ .s KUN'S SUCH 
MOMENT: c a4 A NICE AND 


KUZUMI-KUN 
COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY BE 
INTO A GIRL 
WHO'S ALWAYS 
GETTING MAD 
AND UPTIGHT 
LIKE YOu, 
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EASILY! 


WELL, 
WELL... 
YOU DON'T 
SEEM TOO 
EXPERIENCED 
WITH WOMEN, 
60 I GUESS 
I THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE 
AN EASY 


CATCH. 


36 


— . | DON'T BE 


‘HAN 
ERIKA’S. 


SS 
( \\\ AND WIPE 
F\ YOU OFF! 


37 


A 
FIGHT 
al? 


GO/NG 
ON /N 
HERE!!? 
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I LEFT MY 
PHONE BACK 
AT THE 
RESTAURANT. 


DON'T SAY V) 


THINGS 
PEOPLE CAN 
MISCONSTRUE 
SO EASILY, 
ALL RIGHT? |. 


39 


AND DON’T 
JUST 60 
FLASHING 
YOUR BOOBS 
ANYWHERE 
YOU LIKE! 


SLIP OFF 
SOMEWHERE 
AND NOT 
TELL ERIKA, 
JUST THE 
TWO OF US? 


40 


‘CAN: ODEN 


41 


A "NO," 
THEN? 


THAT’S THE 
FIRST TIME 
I'VE ASKED 
A GUY OUT 
AND HE'S 
RESPONDED 
WITH A CAN 
OF ODEN. 


THAT'S \ 
FUNNY!! 
ARE YOU 


42 


I'VE BEEN 
REJECTED 
TWICE. I 
SHOULD JUST 
OuT 


DRINKING 


ORIBBLE 


t 


43 


“| --HUH? 


WHERE'S 
MY 
ert | SISTER? 
ia) 


SORRY I 
KEPT YOU 
WAITING! 


“4 


Be sure to use 
protection! 


3) 


‘gue 
ye TOTALLY 
7 WAS JUST 


TEASING 


i x 


U 


I GUESS 
GETTING 
OVER SOME 
THINGS CAN 
BE PRETTY 
TOUGH. 


\ THE ONLY 
ALM GEEZ, ii\ fob Seale 


THE MOOD AWN \ | 
Ni I'M EVEN 
Wee @ } THINKING 
et / ABOUT HIM... 
18 BECAUSE 
MY SISTER 
SAID THAT 
WEIRD 
STUFF. 
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a\ Milly 
Uy 
Ze 


N 


S 
S$ 


My 


Z, 
ZZ 
Yy wW 


yyy 


wHo Is 
THISI!? 


Tw 
S 
Z 


Ny 


4 
° 


Mpy a 


WHAT IN THE 
WORLD MUST 
KUZUM! BE 


THINKING 
RIGHT NOW...? 


\\ Milly 


\ 
S 
S 


\\ S : Liiell 
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WHY ARE 
YOU TRYIN’ 
TO GIVE ME 

A HEART 
ATTACK...!7 


KNOW... 


wl TRYING TO 

PUSH HERSELF 
OUTSIDE HER 

COMFORT ZONE. 


WHEN ALL'S SAID 
AND DONE, SOME 
GOOD HAS COME 
OUT OF TONIGHT. 


48 


episode.33 


1 
ss PLEASE Mm ‘ WONDER 
GONNA : WwitaT 
YOURSELVES BUY A KIND OF 
WHILE WE'RE AH. FORTUNE ails STALLS 
ON THIS ano, AND A gs THEY'LL 
SACRED CANT CHARM. curren Se > \_ HAVE. 
GROUND. FORGET 
To Bow 
7 WHEN 
YES, b / Pass 
MOM! uy | THRoucH 


Z THE TORII 
GATE. 


episode.33 Countdown 


50 


SURE IS 
COLD OUT 
TODAY, EH? 


“OW it's 
Soars 


ical 


IT's 
JUST LIKE 
BEING 
BACK IN | 
SCHOOL | -— 
SOMEHOW. c 
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PEOPLE WILL 
SEE MEIN 
LINE WITH 
KUZUMI! 


Say 


WH- 
WH-WH- 

WHAT 
WERE ARE YOU 
HARDLY SAVING 


EVEN iit 
FRIENDS, 
LET ALONE 
GOING vu 
our. 


\ 


Ny 


HAVE YOU 
GUYS BEEN 
TO THE 
SHRINE YET, 
HARUNA? 


PNKH ARE 


HOL I's 
OLD FINE, 
REALLY. 
HANDS | AND YOU 
W2f KNOW, 
ae wulE YOU IT'S SO 
HAPPENED CROWDED 
TO HOLD His 
HAND FOR 
A BIT, NO 
ae ONE WOULD 
KNOW. 
: << 


GF, 


TALKED A 


veel NEVER 
WOULD HAVE 
THOUGHT 


I'D BE 
RINGING IN 
THE NEW 
YEAR WITH 

KUZUMI, 


53 


IT'S EVEN 


MORE 
CROWDED 
iN 


EXPECTED. 


rr 
‘SUCK IF WE 
LOST SIGHT 
OF ONE 
ANOTHER. 


oA 
seu / 

warr, \..nune| [LS od 
Wy | SAKURA, 


WITH iy) 
KUZLUMI (fa 
Lf? 


54 


HUH? SO 
att WHERE IS 
MISAKI?: 


I DON'T 
WANT 
SaQuip. 


IT’S FUN 


BEING 
WITH YOU, 
MISAKI. 


AH- 
HA-HA! 
NOT A 

ous’ op CHANCE. 


i 


uF 


WAIT, DO 
You... 


we LIKE 
ME OR 
SOMETHING? 
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THIS IS NO 
TIME FOR 
YOU TO BE 
GNAWING ON 
A HOT 006 


ALL NON- 
CHALANTLY. 


57 


SD 


I THINK 
OF YOU AS 
A GOOD 
FRIEND... 
HOW DID 
T END UP 
GETTING 
REJECTED? 


HE 
REALLY 
ORIVES 

ME NUTS, 


+ KUZUMI! 


STALL: TAKOYAK), HOT-HOTH! 


slT’'S MY. oe ° 
TURN :TO 

DRAG YOu 

AROLIND. 


WHOA! 
KUZUMI, 
Your 
HANDS ARE 


BRIGHT 
RED! 


YOULL! 
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I CAN 


NEVER TELL 
WHETHER OR 
NOT THOSE 


TWO ARE 
ACTUALLY 
MAKING ANY 
PROGRESS. 


WAKA-CHAN 
LIKES KUZLIM/ 
700. 


I REALLY AM 
JEALOUS. 


SAKURA-SAN IS LIKE 
A GODDESS TO ME— 
THERE'S NO WAY:1 
COULD BECOME SUCH 


OKAY, 
OKAY. 


“GODDESS”? 


A BEING. 


HE} 
COUNSIOSN) 
AHHH, 3 
THINGS STARTING 
ARE THE eooNes 
SAME AS 
ALWAYS. 


STILL, I 
THINK IT'S 
INCREDIBLE... 


«WATCHING 
THOSE TWO. 


Au! 


IT'S NOT AS 
IFT WANT. 
TOBE LIKE 
SAKURA-SAN 
OR ANYTHING 
RIDICULOUS 
) LIKE THAT! 
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A HUMAN 
CAN'T 
JUST GO 
AND BECOME 
ANOTHER 
PERSON. 


YOU'LL 
FIND 
SOMEONE 
WHO'LL SEE 
THE REAL 


ICHIKAWA- 
SAN... 


+ TALKING 
ABOUT 
HARUNA- 
KUN, 
BY ANY 
CHANCE!? 


61 


7 WHAT 


THE...2 
you | 
SeEIED TO / As 
BE GETTIN de 
CLOSE DURING { | | WHAT 
THE SCHOOL Wa u fg DID. YOU 
THOUGHT. VW SAY! 
s we 
WELL, NAH. 
HaRUNA 
¥ KUN THINKS + 
F YOU A 
WAM, | SOMETHING WE'RE 
AREN'T MORES > ‘JUST 
YOU BEING FRIENDS... 
ABiT 
PRESUMP- + id 
quous? ME 
& y, 
v + s é 
\ Srceeawalt 
i “LET'S GO 
Wane our wry 
— EVERIINE AGAIN HARUNA... 
¢ SOMETME! 


62 


JUST 
BECAUSE 
I CALLED 
ouUR 
NAME!!2 


63 


you 
TWO, THE 
COUNTDOWN 
IS STARTING. 


wT DON'T ; 
- GEEZ 
Ee WE SHOULD 
BE MORE 
WORRIED. ne 
ABOUT ERIKA 
AND THE 
LOOK. ie 
RIGHT NOW! 
HUH 
one? 
All 
THEY'VE 
BEEN MOVING 
FORWARD 
LITTLE BY LITTLE 
WITHOUT Us 
EVEN KNOWING. : 
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+60 YOU 
DON'T CARE 
ABOUT 
YOURSELF? 


sL-LIKE, 
WITH 

LOVE AND 

STUFF? 


I DION'T 


MEAN THAT 
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FAR IN THE 
FUTURE. 


Yay 


MYSELF? 


WELL, I 
MEAN, MY 
FORTUNE 

DID SAY TO 
BE MINDFUL 
ABOUT THE 


CHILDBIRTH. 


EVER LIKED 

ME... \ 
1 yon't 
wy 
een 


ILIKE You, 
THO 


66 


67 


vee UST 
NOW... 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 
LOOMING 
ABOUT UP 
HERE? 


68 


episode.34 


THIS SUCKS. 
IT'S TOO 
EARLY IN THE 
MORNING, AND 
WE HAVE TO 
DEAL WITH A 
NEW SEMESTER 
OF CLASSES 
UNTIL THE 
AFTERNOON. 


episode.34 


GLOOM: 


OD 


Haruna 


and Yukko 


oe 


. 
a r—“—___ 

— 
ee 


ee 


oo 
oo 


yea 


a 
e 
es ae 
ee ee 
ee 
ena a 
ee 
ee 
soos 
\ 
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SS (AY , 


SORRY... 


|/ 1010 ASK 

\| You, So Just 
SPEAK UP 
THE FIRST 
TIME, 


YOU HAD 
SUCH A 
SCARY LOOK 
ON YOUR 
FACE, I 
THOUGHT 
SOMETHING 
WAS UP. 


ss ICHIKAWA 
CONFESSED 
TO ME. 


SO SHAKEN, 
I FROZE UP 
AND ICHIKAWA 
LEFT. 


NEVER BEEN 
POPULARI! 


st 
CONFESSED 
“0 YOU. 


160T SO 
FREAKED 
OUT AND 
FROZE UP... 


STUFF TO 
60SSIP 
ABouT. 


SO 1 THINK 
TCHIKAWA 
MuST BE MAD 
AT ME NOW. 


THERE'S 
NO WAY. 
~ wot VeRy ICHIKAWA: 
< ArTeactive, REALLY 
{80 SHE MUST —_ LIKES 
HAVE BEEN MEltt 
TRYING TO 
MAKE ME 
FEEL BETTER 
OUT .OF PITY. 


HE TAKES 
JOKES SO 
SERIOUSLY. 


MORNIN’ 


OH, THAT 


g 
ERE, 
I'M 60 Og & eee 
READY," Ny 6 e 
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WRONG! 
NEXT 
TIME, I'LL 
DEFINITELY 
MAKE IT 
WORK! 
Just 
FIX 
YOUR 
SHIRT. 


SEX: Hil ACO 


TUSTEGO, 


Cy & | 
sy : 


‘SLAM \ .\y 


ii 


THERE'S NO 
WAY YOU 
CAN DO IT 
LIKE THAT. 


GONNA DO 
SOMETHING, 
Toor! 


APOLOGIZE TO, 


ICHIKAWA,; 


DON'T DO 
WHAT HE 


75 


+» ASK FOR 
SAKURA'S 
ADVICE! 


WH...WHAT 
ARE YOU GUYS. 
ALL HERE 
TOGETHER 


NOTHING 
i IN PARTIC- |. 
ULAR... 


SERIOUSLY, 


Wk = 
Ss SHE 
preety HASN'T 
=i er 
y ANYTHING 
_ ABOUT 
ME? 
(42 


WHAT 


HAPPENED!? 
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YUKKO, 
LeT’s 
GO GET 
‘SOMETHING 
TO DRINK. 


ICHIKAWA-SAN, 
HERE'S THAT 
BOOK YOU 
WERE LOOKING 
FOR... 


DONT 
60 IN 


a | a | : 


77 


78 


79 


NO... 


WANT ME 
TO TALK 
TO HER? 


ICHIKAWA... 


AMOVIE 


WISHES... 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


YOU'RE 
BLEEDING. 


80 


Seeens= 


oe 
WRAPPER: RED BEAN BREAD 


MOVE! 
IT’S AN 
EMER- 


nO CENCY!! 
Ny Ose 


81 


I'M GLAD 
IT WASN'T 
ANYTHING 
SERIOUS. 


°v0tQ 
soov0cOQ 


= 


THERE'S 
=“ YOUR 
BANDAGE. 


JT 


Pati 


82 


83 


1 COULDN'T 
FIGURE OUT 
WHY YOU 


tiseary,  SAIVIT.. 


NO ONE HAS 


NEVER DID 
1 EXPECT 
YOU WOULD 
SAY YOU 
LIKED ME, 
ICHIKAWA. 


I'M SORRY 
FOR BEING SO 


RESOLVED RECKLESS. 


NOT TO 
CAUSE YOU 
ANY MORE 

TROUBLE. 


YOU ONLY 
SAID YOU 
LIKED ME 
BECAUSE YOU 
FELT SORRY 
FOR ME. 


WHEN YOU 
SAID YOU 
LIKED ME, MY 
MIND STOPPED 
WORKING. 


Just 
HOLD 
you — ON. 
THOUGHT 
I WAS 
SAYING T 
LIKED YOU 
OUT OF 
SYMPATHY? 


HE'S SO 
DENSE. 


a / | 
| 
'M NOT 
ANGRY. | AND THEN I 
al THOUGHT YOU 
| GOT FED UP 
IT’S MORE | i AND ANGRY 
THAT I HATED | WITH ME... 
FEELING SO rey) | | 
EMBARRASSED. \ Dea 
ice 
| 


I'VE BEEN 
REALLY 
STRESSED 
OUT ALL 
Day. 
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I DIDN'T 
RUN AWAY ON 
4 NEW YEAR'S. 

EVE BECAUSE 
I HATED YOU 
EITHER. 


NO, SORRY, 
IWAS 
SERIOUSLY 
RUNNING 
AWAY. 


60 I JusT 
MISINTERPRETED 
IT AS You 
RUNNING AWAY 
BEFORE, HUH? 


TM 
SORRY FOR 
BEING SO 
COMPLICATED. 


AND 
THANKS: 
FOR THIS. 


YOUR NECK 
DOESN’T 
HURT... 


I DIDNT 


ROMANTIC 
WAY... 


Seo0GnG o(-)° 


Ww 
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I WAS \, 


Hue 
be | Jamas | KaoNe 
DING IT 
WHA... Xb X | agour | THAT T00. 1 (= .. 
f a 
= KIDDING a I WAS 
Se St ABOUT TRICKED 
3 m S KIDDING wh 2 
100... 
01S “ < 
ALE THAT'S a 
“TRUE.THE. > | 
\ v > 


DOES 
SOMETHING 
FEEL OFF TO 
YOU RIGHT 

NOW...? 


VAS 
BACK IN THE 
CLASSROOM, 
MAKING 


HIS OWN 
| PREPARATIONS 
TO CHEER 
HARLINA UP, 


It’s JUST SCARY 


Irs 
SCARY IF 
— YOU COME 
iN —c (a RUNNING AT 
)) NEXT TIME, "Me PULL 
JUST COME TILT LIKE 
~~ TOWARD ME T. 
SLOWLY, 
a witHouT 
mn MAKING A BIG 
SCENE. 


APPARENTLY, 
(AT 


THe 
WASN'T THE 
PROBLEM. 


episode.35 


Tu 
DEFINITELY 
GET SOME 
FROM THE 

MANAGER AND 
YOKOTA... 


] I WONDER 
HOW IT'LL 


It’s JUST 
i EVERYONE'S 
ae $ ~\ STARTING 
; TO GET 
KEYED UP. 


| 
(| CHOCOLATE 


AGAIN THIS 
YEAR? 
a 


episode.35 The Chocolate War (Again) 
4 
= 


CD; WILD BIRDS OF JAPAN VOLUME 15 
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sulT SEEMED 
LIKE WAKA- 
CHAN WAS 
STARING AT 
KUZUMI AND 
HARUNA... 


SO SHE'S 
FINALLY 
FIGURED 


WAKA-CHAN 
TOLD ME A 
WHILE AGO SHE 
HAD A CRUSH 
ON SOMEONE. 


oli 
a) 
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NOW!IT 


WELL, BY 


PROCESS OF 
ELIMINATION, IT 
\ 


COULD BE. 


wn THERE'S 
A NO WAY. 
I'VE NEVER 
> i {| EVEN SEEN 
% 2 | THE Two 
\e\* 3| OF Tem 
| fy Toemer. 


sSuCcH 
A KIND, 
ANGELIC 


GIRL... 
NO, NOT 
"ANGELIC’— 


SHE IS AN 


'S 60 CUTE AND 
GOOD-NATURED, 
T'M SURE SHE 
COULD FIND 
SOMEONE MUCH 
BETTER. 


way WOULD 
SHE WANT 
SOMEONE LIKE 
KUZUMI, WHO'S 
BASICALLY 
THE HUMAN 
INCARNATION 
OF ASTONE OW 
THE SIDE OF 
Tar RORDUE 


AHHH, WELL, 
ACTUALLY, 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I WANTED TO 
ASK YOU... 


TELL ME. 


‘i 


WAY THINGS: 
ARE GOING AT 


SEEMS TO HAVE 
CHANGED... 


NOW THAT 
IT'S COME TO 
IT, I THINK I 
WAS MAKING 
A BIG DEAL 

OUT OF 

NOTHING. 


WAKA-CHAN, 
THE PERSON 
YOU HAVE A 
CRUSH ON 
ISN'T KUZUMI 
BY ANY 
CHANCE, 
IS IT? 


AND, UH, JUST 
HOW MUCH 
SUGAR ARE 
YOU GONNA 
PUT IN YOUR 


---COULD 
NEVER 
FALL FOR A 
LOSER LIKE 
KUZUMI. 
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AW, 
THAT MAS gy 


JUST A 
SLIP OF 


FOR LYING 
70 YOu, 
SAKURA- 
BUT SAN... 
IF THE 
TRUTH WILL 
HURT YOU, 
THEN., 


ssTHAT YOU'RE 

JUST HOLDING 

ON TO THOSE 
FEELINGS, 
UNABLE TO 
TELL HIM. 


“LOSER” 
GOING A 
LITTLE TOO 


OO 


fm) / 
al Ws \ 
NS / e® THAT MUST 
¥ MEAN YOU 
Mi ne DON'T LIKE 
HIM, THEN. 
=H 
./ RS x 


I THOUGHT 
MAYBE YOUR 
FEELINGS 


YOU'VE BEEN MORE THAN 
HOLDING RESPECT... 
BACK OUT THAT 

OF CONCERN THEY WERE 

FORME AND LOVE... 
KUZUML.. 


| WAS 

7) AFRAID 

_[ _YOU WERE 
A BOTTLING UP 

ALL THOSE 
PAINFUL 
FEELINGS! 


SS 


HE MAY NOT I SAID 
SEEM SPECIAL, _ BEFORE, 
BUT HE'S KIND, I RESPECT 

AND I THINK KUZUMI- 

IT'S AMAZING KUN. 


PEOPLE AROUND 
HIM MORE THAN 
ANYONE ELSE 
DOES. 


YOu 
SAID BEFORE 
THERE WAS 
SOMEONE 
YOU LIKED. 


‘AND THEY iy THEY'RE 
LOOK ouT y KIND. 
FOR THOSE i V 
AROUND 2 
THEM MORE 
THAN ANYONE 
ELSE... 


Abs | canunete 
Att... 3" / 
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NO, LIKE \ sein: | 


1 SAID, 
IT'S NOT iia — 
KUZUMI- 

KUN... 


Ee 
ANTHOLOGY! 
YES, IN OUR 
q % MIDDLE SCHOOL 
kUZUMI WAS \ : ; 7 GRADUATION 
IN QUITE A i ANTHOLOGY! 
FEW OF THE : AS 
ELECTION 
RANKINGS. 


LIKE IS INA 


COMPLETELY \ 60 I GUESS IT 


DIFFERENT q WASN'T JUST 
CATEGORY... ME— EVERYONE 
SAW HIM THAT 
WAY... 


SAKURA- 
SANS 
INTUITION 
TODAY IS SO 
SHARP. IT'S 
seary!! 


WELL, 
KUZUMI- 
KUN HAS 
ALWAYS 

BEEN A BIT 
DIFFERENT. 


wulF YOU TAKE 
A GOOD LOOK 
AT KUZUMI- 
KUN, THERE'S 
A MOLE BEHIND 
HIS EARLOBE. 


WHERE 
HIS 
MOLES 
ARE!IN? 


SO000I MIDDLE 
CAN'T HELP SCHOOL, 
BEING KINDA RIGHT? 
~ CURIOUS 
ww WHAT HE 
WAS LIKE 

THEN. 


WHEN T 
SAY HE'S 
DIFFERENT, 
I MEAN... 


EVEN 
TODAY, HE 


IS KUZUMI- 
KUN'S 
SPECIALTY. 


IT WAS 
= IN THE 


GRADUATION 
ANTHOLOGY. 


ity 
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I-FIT’S (x 


A TOTALLY a 
VORMAL \ 
ANTHOLOGY/) (i 


IT WAS, 


IT was! 


SO MANY 
PEOPLE 
(ROTE 


Wi 
SO MANY 
DIFFERENT 
THINGS! 


seWHAT WAS 
WRITTEN 
ABOUT 
KUZUMI... () 


GRADUATION 
ANTHOLOGY 
SOUNDS 
AMAZING... 
NOW I'M 
REALLY 
CURIOUS 
ABOUT 
THAT... 


60 IT WAS 
IN YOUR 
GRADUATION 
ANTHOLOGY. 


TO THINK = 
YOU STILL 
REMEMBER... 


+ T'M SORRY 
FOR POUNDING 


WA I Guess 
“IIT REALLY 
WAS MY 
MISTAKE. 
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WILL YOU 
PLEASE TRY 


CHOCOLATES. 


SAKURA- 
SAN, YOU 
MADE THESE 
YOURSELF...? 


Wow, It 
TRUWVIS 2g rivers 
FANTASTIC, (7 AND 
BUT WHAT \Zo ESPECIALLY Wy PERFECTLY- “ORM! 
ABOUT THE THAT ( SIZED TO : 
| APPEALING 
COLOR. 


FLAVOR? JAN) MAKE FOR 
alae AN IDEAL 

g MOUTHFUL, 
WELL DONE, 

SAKURA- 

SAN! 


OM! 


DID you 
MAKE THIS 
YOUR- 
IT’S SO_ SELFIP? 
GOOD, IT’S 
INCOMPARA- 
BLE TO LAST 
YEAR'S! 


WAKA-CHAN, 
AREN'T 
yOu BEING 
HARSHER 
THAN 
USUAL!!2 

LEAN, 


SURE, FT WAS 
puruull 


REALLY 
GooD! 


IMEAN, 
LAST YEAR'S 
LAST 
rg CONFECTION 
Years OONFEDT 


WAS SOMETHING 


INCOMPRE- 
TRASH... HENSIBLE! 
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WAKA-CHAN, 
AREN'T::YOU 
GOING..TO GIVE 
‘SOMETHING TO. 
THE PERSON 
YOU LIKE FOR: 
VALENTINE’S. 
DAY?. 


snlT MAY BE 


POINTLESS 
TO TRY... 


BUT WHO 


NEXT YEAR. 


+ EVERY- 
THING 
WILL BE 
FINE... 


+1-AND 
MY OWN 
FEELINGS. 
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WELL, IT’S 
GETTING 
DARK... 


I'M SO 
SORRY! 


J CAN BARELY 
SEE WAKA- 
CHAN'S PACE, 


BUT IT CAN'T 


De \ 


GOING TO 
CONFESS 
TO KUZUMI- 
KUN. 
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episode.36 


YOu 
INVITING ME 
TO HANG 
OUT AFTER 
SCHOOL, 


I MEAN, 
ICHIKAWA. 


LIT KINDA 
FEELS LIKE 


uiaaad AN AFTER- 
oare: SCHOOL 
DATE. 
S -WONDER 
WHY. 
| ia | i 
| | on, ‘ WELL... 

i WHAT'S i 
is THAT? \ 
| \ wo HAVE 
{ SOMETHING 

I WANNA 
| GIVE YOU. 


LX9 
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episode.36 | Don’t Want to Ask, But | Want to Know 
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ARE YOU 
SNOOPING 
AROUND 


THERE'S 
NARITA-SAN. 


SHOULD 
WE GO 
NY SAY HI? 


Tur 
aos 


ANS 
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WAKA-CHAN 
I$ GONNA _ 
CONFESS TO 
KUZUMI!? 


I WASN'T 
“ SURE I 


SHOULD 
BUT THE 
MORE I elas td 


SHE'S A 


PRECIOUS 
FRIEND, SO 
OF COURSE 
I WANT TO 
SUPPORT 
HER. 


No, I WAS 
THINKING I'D 
GIVE HIM MY 

VALENTINE, 

THOUGH. 


WHA—? 


CHAN 
LIKES. 
KUZUMI. 


BUT 
IF I DO, 
WHAT 
ABOUT 
ME...?. 


NO, WAIT, 
I'M NOT 
WHAT'S 

(IMPORTANT 
HERE! 


YOU'RE 
A MESS. 


FOLLOWING 
SOMEONE 
LIKE THIS 
1S GOOD. 


THREE 
MINDS 
TOGETHER 
WILL BE 
STRONGER 
Mi THAN ONE. 


WE HAVE 
70 FOLLOW 
HER. 


15 


YOU SAY 

THAT, BUT 

YOU HAVE 
LEAVES 

IN YOUR 
HAIR... 


WE'RE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT YOu 
MORE THAN 
ANYTHING 
ELSE, ERIKA. 


REALITY) 


JE WE LEAVE 

HER BE, WHO Via 

KNOWS WHAT 
‘SHE'LL DOP } 


I'VE BEEN 
r=| TRYING SO 
S| HARD TO 
UNDERSTAND 
KUZUMI 
BECALISE OF 
ALL THAT... 


ors WHAT 
HAPPENS IF <h 
WE DO THIS, 

AND HER 
CONFESSION 
GOES WELL? 


ee TLE 
SUPPORT 
THE TWO OF 
THEM, OF 
COURSE... 


WELL, BUT... 
THERE'S NO 
B)\ 4) h KNOWING 
wHaT IF HER “Oi f ( 9B WHAT WILL 
CONFESSION y HAPPEN, 
ISN'T WELL- : VAA\\ d RIGHT? 
RECEIVED? \ 


KUZUMI 
REALLY 
MAKES ME 
MAD!! 


SHE'S HAD 
UNREQUITED 
FEELINGS FOR 
KUZUMI LONG 
BEFORE I 
MET HIM. 


SHE DIDN'T 


WANT TO 
HURT You. 


FOR 
NARITA-SAN, T 
BET THIS WAS. 

A DIFFICULT 
DECISION TO 
REACH. 


SHE HAVE FELT, 
LISTENING TO 
ME TALK ABOUT 


FELT LIKE SHE 
COULDN'T MOVE 
FORWARD OR 
GO BACK. 


WAKA- 
CHAN... 
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YOU THINK 
SHE WOULD 
vo? 


“ara eiee 
SHE'D 
SUPPORT ME 
ee caees |p 
was cone |. 
70 CONFESS. 


SHE 
DEFINITELY 
WOULDN'T 
FOLLOW ME. 


SHE WOULD 
JUST WAIT 


HOW MuST 

THAT MAKE 

WAKA-cHAN 
FEEL...? 


IF YOU GO 


OVER THERE 
NOW, YOU'LL 


MAKE IT 
WORSE FOR 
NARITA-SAN! 


ME... 


...SPYING 
ONUER... 


SHE HAS 


NO IDEA 
YOU'RE HERE! 
WHY ARE 
YOU TRYING 
BUT I TO OUT 
HAVE TO YOURSELF? 
APOLOGIZE. 


g \ WW 
mm a 


Zz SS 
ZYy S 


WS 


yyy 
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HEH. 


+ KUZUMI- 
KUN... 


MAN, IT'S 
ALREADY SO 
LATE... 


IN FACT, IT 
HELPED ME 
RELAX... 


YOU'RE 
SO EASY 
TO READ, 
SAKURA- 

SAN... 


I’M NOT 
MAD. 


«WHICH IS 
WHY I WAS 
ABLE... 


TO TELL 
HIM HOW 
I FEEL. 


HE 
WOULDN'T... 


TAKE MY 
CHOCOLATE 
EITHER. 


_ 


ONCE I TOLD\ 
_HIM I LIKED 
HIM, IT'D BE—\ 
ALL_OVER. 


HE 
CLEARLY 


SAID, 
"SORRY." 


70. 00. \\“ 
THINGS 


IT'S THAT I 
WAS CONTENT 
WITH A ONE- 
SIDED LOVE. 


THAT IT 
COULDN'T DO 
ANYTHING. 


I THINK 
IT'S TRULY 


to SOMETHING... 


«AND BE GET INTO 
ABLE TO aRGU- 
ACTIVELY MENTS... 
WORRY 
aBouT 
SuCH 
THINGS. 


TO BE 
HONEST, 
GETTING IT 
OFF MY CHEST 
HAS MADE ME 
FEEL SO MUCH 
BETTER. 


BUT 
THEN, WE 
STARTED 

HIGH 
AND SCHOOL. 


YOU WERE 
LOOKING AT 
KUZUMI- 
KUN TOO. 


$0 I DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
REGRETS. 
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( 
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DON'T 


wAKA- 
HAN... 


on WAS 
gust 
OVERCOME 
WITH 
EMOTION. 


«CAN WE 
BE FRIENDS 
GAIN 
SOMETIME? 


THINK IT'LL 


«THINGS: 
WON'T GO 
BACK TO THE 
WAY THEY 
WERE RIGHT 
AWAY. 


WHENEVER 
YOU'RE 
READY. 


i in UU | 
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episode.37 
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episode.37 God, Please Give Me Courage 
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I WANT 
7O KNOW 
KUZUMI'S 
FEELINGS 
NOW. 


> 


WE KEEP 
MISSING 


EVEN SO, 
CERTAINLY, 
THINGS HAVE 
CHANGED, 


BS BUT WHAT IF Z 


”™ inn cent ree / NS @ ae! BEFORE,..1! 


tet 


uf 


THAT'S JUST 


THE FEELING 
THE BOND 
BETWEEN 


e US 1S MUCH 
/)2\)\ WARMER THAN 


_ +-CALM 
7 DOWN A 
GOTTA BE “a 
| CooL, 
+OUR : 
a ove 
Sop asie eN W THIS TO 
BEEN UP = 


TILL NOW 
WiLL FALL 
APART. 


|CAREF— 


UULNGH, 
IT's 60 
COLD. 


IFT 
DROPPED 
IT AND IT 

FELL APART, 


IT Must 


Be THAT || 
YOUNG | (\-~ 
LADY'S. 
rile e EXCUSE 
GIVE IT 
BACK 10 MEEEE!! 
HER. 
Q ( 
TLL LISTEN 
COME CARE- 
TO YOU, arg 
SO JUST 
My, SO HOLD gust RIGHT? 
INTENSE... HOLD IT 


STILL. 


I'M SO 
GLAD 
IT ISN'T 
DAMAGED... 


THANK 
YOU VERY 
MUCH. 


BUT THERE'S 
NO WAY TLL 
CAVE OVER 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS...1! 


smile, 
IVE 
DECIDED, 


ws THINGS 

WON'T GO 
BACK TO 

HOW THEY 
WERE. 


+.BUT THIS 
TIME, THIS 
IS NO LIE, 


SILENCE 


Loo 


WHERE IN 
THE WORLD 
DID KUZUMI 

GO? 


SHUFFLE 


AP SHUFFLE 


wl 


IMEAN, 
yeS, THAT’S. 
EXACTLy WHAT. 
TLL PO WHEN 
1G1VEIT TO 


@ @ A) roAster 
SWEET 
POTATO...? 


| 
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‘4 
FEEL SO 


JF I DON'T 
GIVE HIM THE 
CHOCOLATE... 
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NOSE IS 
RUNNING. 


YOU'RE 
NOT A 
KID, You 


I 


FEEL SO 


WHAT ARE 


YOU DOING!? 


THAT'S 6ROSS!! 
DISGUSTING!! 
pid 
STURN 
TOWARD. 
E 


ME TO. 
sneeze? 


AHHH, OF 
COURSE. 


THIS 
AGAIN. 
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\ se WHAT 
DON'T JUST KW! TA ARE YOu 
SPACE OUT. \ 1h 
HURRY AND 


WIPE YOUR 
NO... 


INOIDID 


eee be be 
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DON'T 
READ TOO 
MUCH INTO 
IT, OKAY? 


GEH, 
MY SISTER 
SENT ME A 
MESSAGE. 


I Just 
HAD THE 
INGREDIENTS 
AROUND AND 
MADE IT, IS 
ALL. 


IT'S LATE. 
I'M GOING 


THERE'S 
NO NEED 
FOR ME TO 
RUIN WHAT 
WE HAVE 
NOW. 


IN THE 
END, I 
CHICKENED 

OUT... 


I’M JUST 


CHANGING. 
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HE: ee 
(hat kaeaeethunes 


Kuzumi-kun, Can't You Read the Room? 


eae IN THE 
END... 
ust WENT 
TO A SHOP ws ANYWAY, 
x | AND Picked | ri 
F SOMETHING T DON'T NOTHING 
Meri NORMALLY TO GET 
Dy) esse’ "a 
HOME, 60 T 
‘inte COULDN'T Do = ABOUT. 
HOMEMADE 
CHOCOLATE. 


YOU PICKED 
IT OUT FOR 
ME, RIGHT, 
ICHIKAWA? 


eI SAID 

THIS IS BErone was 
A FUNNY { ae, eure. 
A LIE, BUT... 


COINCI- 
DENCE. 


J | WANTED TO 
SEE IF | COULD 
MAKE THEM AT 
HOME, AND THEY 

CAME OUT REALLY 
GOOD, SO I'VE 
BEEN WALKING 


THEM WITH MUFFINS. 
THE EVERYONE. » 

IMPORTANT 
PARTS 

ARE TO USE 
FRESH 
CREAM 


AND RIPE / 
BANANAS... 


HUH? 


SAKURA? 


s pecial Thanks ! 


The Gangan Joker editorial stat? 
My editors, Kouno-sama 
and Kayama-sama 
My designer 
Everyone involved with this work 
All the friends and family who supported me 
Everyone who picked up a copy of this book 


44coming next yolume 


VAM 
her love unre 


Kuzumi-kun, Can’t You 
Read the Room? © 


COMING LATE 2018. 


+ MISAKI'S 
SEEMED 
KINDA 


NOTHING... 
IMs Just, 
WHEN 
I'M NEXT BUN WITH | 7 
To You, HIM 
T PEEL \ 
$0 AT 
PEACE 


T've 

FINALLY 

FIGURED J 

IT our. I'VE BEEN 
WONDERING 
WHY THAT 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


Common Honorifics 

no honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, 
addressing someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate the social status of the speaker is lower than 
that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this honorific indicates affection or familiarity. 
Occasionally used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone 
referring to a person of lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also 
used in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 


Currency Conversion 
While conversion rates fluctuate, an estimate for Japanese yen conversion is ¥100 to 1 USD. 


Page 3 

Dark hot pot, or yaminabe, is when a group of people get together and make a stew out 
of ingredients everyone contributes. Because of the disparate ingredients, the event often 
yields interesting flavor combinations. The dish is then eaten in the dark. 


Page 25 
Doria is a rice casserole dish topped with gratin sauce, named after the Doria family of 
Genoa. 


Page 41 
Oden is a stew of soy and dashi broth. Hot oden can be purchased from vending machines. 


Page 51 
Amazake is a sweet drink made from fermented rice that comes in low-alcohol or non- 
alcoholic varieties. 


Yakisoba is a dish of wheat noodles stir-fried with various veggies or pork. 


Page 150 

Giri chocolates—or “obligation chocolates”—are chocolates given on Valentine’s Day to 
people in one’s life who are not romantic partners or interests, such as coworkers, teammates, 
friends, etc. Romantic chocolates are called honne choco ("real-feeling chocolates”). 
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